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How the Navy Is Train-

ingMenToMantheAirshipsWhich Are To Be
Ready To Protect Our

1 Coasts From Foroidn
. « »*'U b W * * VftM . V b

) Foe = One of the First
' Steps Toward Preparedness.

Cupjriiflit, 1010, by The Intcrnntlonal
Syndicate.

CIE airship has demonstrated Its
prime Impoytapce during the
present European war both as
a lighting craft and "cyo of the

I' sky." Battles have been won through
Information obtained by the aviation

r corps, and in several Instances the
men (lying through tho atr have directedthe lino of lire so successfully
'as to rout the enemy. Battles, too,
have been lost owing to the lack of
aircraft, for according to the report
of tho Aero Club of America the
Russians lost Warsaw as much becauseof their lack of aircraft and of
competent air pilots as from the
shortness of ammunition.

| Millions Will Bo Spent.
The Government of tho United

(States is availing Itself of many lessonswhich are being taught by the
war In Europe, and tho valuo of aviationIs one of thorn. The next year
Is likely to see somo rapid advance'»ment In this science by tho flying
corps of both tho army and navy.
It Is expected that the Navy Depart|
ment will spend $2,000,000.00 on
aeronautics during the coming year,
and $6,000,000.00 within the next five
years It the present plans are approved.A number of naval aircraft
stations will bo established along the
coast, all of which will be equipped
with tho most modern type ofseaMz&fj

A Short Sketch of Germanys'Balkan Ally.
, Personality of the King
Known As "The Fox of
the Balkans", and of
the People He Rules.
Copyright, IBM, by The International

Syndicate.
eVER since the start of tho Wofld

War all eyes have been contored
on tho Balkan States.Greece,
Roumnnla and Bulgaria, and

especially after tho Turks threw their
fortunes on tho sldo of tho Germans
and after tho Allies had started, with
doubtful wisdom, tholr Dardanelles
campaign, Bulgaria was, perhaps,
of more Importanco than tho othor
two because her aid to tho Teutons
would mako the road to Constantinoplemuch easlor to relieve the pressureupon tho Sultan's capital, whllo
the casting of her lot with tho Allies
would not only havo blocked Teuton^:
progress in tho South-east, but would
have had groat Influence upon tho
action" of the othor Slav, countries not
yot cngagod In tho struggle. So tho
entrance of Bulgaria on tho sldo of
the German Alliance was a master
stroko of diplomacy on tho part of the
Kaiser and his council.

Fighters From Earliest Times.
From the earliest tlmos tho Buigarinnswero recognized as fighters,

for according to Horodotus tho wild
Thraclan and Illyrlan tribes, ancestorsof the Bulgarians of today, which
Inhabited the Balkan Peninsula
"would bo the greatest of all- nations
If they could only agree among themselvesand bo ruled by one man." But
tho tribes lived as a rule In a perpetualfeud. Their history up to the seventhcentury Is shrouded In mystory
but about that time tho Bulgers
crossed the Danube and took posscs
sion of the territory which now bears
their namo.' After a tlmo they adopted
tho customs and language of the
Slavs, although the old Bulgarians
were almost tho opposite of this race.

As early as 813 they made an attack
upon Constantinople, than a part of
tho Roman Empire.

During the ninth century a certain
Uori9 founded the first Bulgarian
monarchy and made himself lord and
master of tho country. Ho negotiated
with Rome and finally bocamo a convertto the Roman Church. Under his

rule Bulgaria prospered to such an extentthat Gibbon In his "Decline and

jeair tells us that "Bulgaria assumed
a rank among the civilized powers of
tho earth. Boris died in a convent In

907. His name still lives In the mem.r,
of the (Bulgarian people and he
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piano such as would make a surprise
attack by a foreign nation Impossible.
Our men In theso machines could
scour the air for hundreds of miles
along the coast and at all limes be In
touch with their bases by wireless
telephone.

Of course, It will bo necessary to
have competent men to man the machines,and with this end In view an

aviation school has been opened by
the navy at tho old navy yard at Pensacola,Florida, where an aaronautlc
station was set up about two years
ago. Tho first class was assembled
on July 1st, 1915, and the work of
tho men has been most gratifying to
tho Department. Another class will
be mado up during the winter, which
will consist of eight lino officers, two
marine corps officers, twenty enlisted
men of tho navy, and about eight
marines.

Cause of Training.
The course of training Is to extend

over a period of nine months, and
every three months it is expected that
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heroes. Later on the Russians Invadedthe country and the Bulgarians
wore compelled to ask aid of the
Greeks, afterwards coming under the
rule of tiio Grecian Empire. The
country next fell under Servian sway,
and Anally at the close of the four,
toenth century the Turks made their

' sn_. ...ill
appearance ana iroui mm uuro uuur

1877 Bulgaria was part ot the Sultan'sdominion.
Freed by Russia.

Their froodom from Turkish rule
was brought about by the Russian Invasionot the Ottoman Empire at that
tlmo. While the motlvo ot tho RussiansIn treeing Bulgaria may not have
been wholly disinterested the tact remainsthat had It dot been tor the
Csar's army Bul^prla might still be
ruled by Turkish officials. The people
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a class of both ofncors and men will
qualify as aviators or as mechanicians.The Instruction will be thoroughIn every respect and plenty of
hard work and strict attention to
business will be required of the men.
Tho least deviation from the path of
sobriety moans dismissal from tho
class. Tho course Includes InstructionIn machinery, motors and all their
appurtenances, such ns carburetors,
radiators, magnetos, etc. Thero Is also
a complete courso in assembling and
adjusting the various partB of machines,how to take them apart for
packing, how to stow them away on

shipboard and. how to re-assomblo
them when the destination Is roachod.
Asldo from tho mechanical work
thero Is a series of text book Instructionand special examinations at Intervalsof a few weeks when tho answersto questions must bo written
out. Hydroplanes aro used almost
exclusively, although a small dirigible
now under construction at Hartford,
'Connecticut, will bo sent to Pensacoln
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thus freed were mainly peasants with
little knowledge of tho art of governmentand for u tlrfto the Russians ran

things to suit themselves- Then came
tho Assembly of Notables In accordancewith the Berlin Treaty of 1879,
which passed the Constitution and
elected Prince Alexander of. Battenburgas tho reigning prince. This
young man, who was but twenty-two
yoars of ago, had boon living In retirementat Potsdam. He at first hesitatedto accept tho honor thrust upon
him but finally, after some persuasion
on the part of his roiatlves, accepted.
Being a nephew of Czar Alexander II.
he wan acceptable to the Russians.
His rolgn for the first two years was
comparatively easy, tor being a soldierho soon won the people, but after
the doath of his royal uncle the new
Czar Alexander IIL attempted to rtflk
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for experimental purposes.
Tho enlisted men at the school will

bo trninod both as mechanicians and
ns aviators. Very frequently their
work will be to assist tho man who
drives tho aeroplano by locating certainspots by tho aid of glassos or In
photographing certain places or In
mapping tho country, marking spots
where troops aro located, or to act
as pilots on somo occasion.

To Bo Built By Government.
It Is cxpcctod that most of tho machinesto be provldod for tho navy

will bo built by the Government and
several aro already under constructionIn Washington navy yard. Othor
yards will begin tholr work later. One
of tho machines planned by Naval
Constructor Richardson provldos for
an ulrcrnft with a load carrying ca-

paclty ol si* thousand pounds with a

speed of from fifty to eighty mllos.
Tho navy has recently purchased five

Burgess-Dunn machines, two of which
arc In commission and throe nro in

the process of building. Thoro arc
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the affairs of Bulgaria himself and a

sorles of Incidents occurred which
plunged that country Into a war with
Servla and ended In the abdication of
Prince Aloxandor.
Tho Grand Council met once more,

and this time elected Waldemar of
Denmark as the ruler, but the prince
refused the honor. It was next offoredto King Carol of Roumanla, but
he, too, refused to serve. Plots and
counter-plots crept In, arid It became
Imperative that a ruler for Bulgaria
should bo found at once, so a oommiitnnwas sent out to examlno the
royal cadets of Europe. While almost
In despair of finding the proper man
one of tho committee dropped into a

olrous In Vienna where he met a

friend who declared he knew the
vory man. for the position and as a

result the present king, then Prince
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also several Curtis (lying boats, doing
oxcollant service at l'onsacola. Other
machines which have been orderod
by the Navy Department are being
constructed at manufacturing plants
under the dlroctlon of somo of the
naval ofllcors of the flying corps.
The experiment with tho dirigible

la ontlroly new to tno nuvy nywg
corps, and It la bollovod that Its IntroductionInto the scrvlco la duo to
tlio favorablo roporta mado by our

arlallon exports who havo boon studyingtho work of tho Zuppollns during
tho prcaont war.

Ideal Spot.
Ponsncola la an Ideal spot for tho

aviation school. First, It Is always
delightfully warm and tho flying men
cun go Into tho air almost overy day
In tho year and find "all sorts of air;"
socond, bocauso Pensacola Is olt tho
boaton track and fow visitors will
como to watch tho work. Even If thoy
do como to Ponsacola tho rldo to tho
aviation station Is by no moans pleasant,as ono must travel on dirty, rickotyold street cars, crossing ovon moro

rlckoty bridges, and than wnda In tho
sand for fifteen mlnutos before reachingthe entrance. Bo, It Is not llkoly
that the aviators will be troubled with
many tourists.
Tent hangars have boon set up on

tho beach and permanent onos will
be oroctod later. Thore Is a eloping
sandy beach whore long woodon runnershavo boon mado for tho machines.At the far end of the hangars
1b a tower where an observer Is al-
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Ferdinand of Soxo Coburg-Ootha, was
solcctod.

Ferdinand Elected Ruler.
On August 14th, 1887, he took the

oath of ofllco. The eon of a die-
tlngulshod Austrian, hlB mothor,
Princess Clementine, was tho daugh-
tor of King Louis Phlllppo. Ho was

twonty-slx years of ago, and whllo
possessed of ample moans ha know littleof tho peoplo ho was to rule.

Wife and Children.
Tho Prime Minister Stambuloff,

knowing tho danger of tho assassin's
bullet for tho Prince, repeatedly urgod
him to marry and found a dynasty.
Accordingly, In 1898 ha married tho
Princess Marie Louise of Parma, a

member of tho Bourbon family. The
father of tho Princess had consented
to the mar-rlngo only on condition that
tho children of tho Union should be
brought up as Roman Catholics. A
year later a son was born and reoelved
the ancient name of Boris. The greatestenthusiasm prevailed over the birth
of the heir, and a year after the dynastywas further strengthened by the
birth of another son, Cyril. Two
daughters were born lator. True to
his promlso, tho King had Boris baptizeda Catholic but shortly thereafter
the little Prince was rebaptlzed into the
Orthodox Ctreok Church. This was
dono to please Russia, and was one
of tho first evidences of Ferdinand's i

efforts to curry favor with tho land <

of the Boar. All Catholic Europe was
furious, and thp Princess actually left i

her royal husband for a tlmo. But I
Ferdinand had pleased the Czar. The
Sultan named him Prince of the Bui- I

gars, and the Powers agreed to give
him the throne. Ever since that time
this ruler, to use a common oxpres- j
alon, "has piayea doiii enas agamic j
the middle," and has had the eyes |
of the world centered on his aotlons i

many times. The Princess died on i

January 11, 1199, the day after the 1
birth ol her daughter, the Princess I

NadeJ^u <

Nine years later Ferdinand married i

Princess Elenore ot Reuss-Kostrlta. I

an estimable lady who has made a 1
fine Impression ^through her service i

with the Rod Crosa Just before the i

outbreak of the present war the Queen 1
was preparing for a visit to this conn- 1
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ways on tho watch wlion (lights arc

being nindo. From this point the
watcher Is abln to ilatect tho slightest
nilshap to n machine. Happily, accidentshuvo boon fow, although hundredsof (lights hnvo boon mndo. Last
year a series of manoeuvres were hold
when tho aviators did soout work und
provod that an aaroplano Is tho worst
cnamy of tho deudly submarine. It
Is a much swifter craft thun tho undor
sea boat und after sighting tho lattor
It can gtva warning of Its position
boforo tho subniaritio can got out of
I ho way. Bomb dropping has also been
trlod out with succoss. This test was
nindo by placing small tnrgatn on tho
wntor and dropping bombs upon
thom.

Kipcrliucnts.
Tlio North Carolina Is tho station

ship. Sho recently returned from duty
In tho Mediterranean wators and has
boon designated by tho Department as

tho aeronautic niup and mo homo of
tlio aviation corps. The vqhhoI has
boon uaulppod with two noroplano
hoisting crunos and axtanslvo oxporlmontswill bo mado to find out tho
most practical way of hoisting aeroplaneson and off of ships. A catapultor aoroplanu launching dovloo
which wns trlod out with mora or loss
success from a ooal barge has boon
Installed on board tho North Carolina.ltecontly tho crulsor went out
to soa for tho purpose of testing tho
apparatus and two successful aeroplaneflights wcro mado by Its aid
from tho dockn of a battleship.

Obo! -j^fz it
Cc/rdezn aff/c/#/.
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try, but whon tho war camo on «ho
abandoned tho trip. Today sbo Is anslatingIn Red Croas work In Bulgaria.

Shrewdness.
King Ferdinand la oald to have Inheritedhla shrewdness from his

mother, who taught him the game of
politics early in Ufa. Ambitious to
the last dcgroo, she practically forced
her son to accept tho offer of tho Bulgarians.Sho had been told by a fortuneteller that "although she bad
como Into the world tho daughter of
an uncrowned king sho would loavo It
the mother of a crowned king," and
believing this sho sot about teaching
blm all tho Intricacies of diplomacy.
Tho Frlncoss Clomentlne, howovor,
lied ono year bofore the prophecy
was fulfilled, as It was not Until 1908
that Fordlnand was proclaimed King
if 'tho Bulgars. All through his reign
bo has demonstrated that ho Is a past
mastor In the art of Intrigue commonlyknown as diplomacy, and has
sarnod the name of "the Fox of the
Balkans."

Army.
Military service Is universal and

:ompulBory. Mohammedans aro exsmptbut aro compelled to pay a tax.
Service In the ranks begins at the age
it twenty, and Is now for two years
n the Infantry and for three years In
>ther arms. Koserve sorvlco lasts for
itghteen years as an Infantryman and
itxteen years In the othor arms. The <

reservists are called out for three
weeks training annually. After com-

jleting his reserve service, the Bui- f

nrlan passes to the Territorial Army I
ind In all serves twenty-six years. The i

nen are well equipped, using the
tfannllchor magaslne rifle for the In- I
Iantry, while the cavalry use oarblnes <

>t the same make. The field guns i

ised are the Schneider 2.F. gun. The '

nountaln batteries are armed with i

lght Krupp runs. The men are a

Angularly strong build, powerful race, t
ised to outdoor lite. As the country t
s for the most part agricultural they i

(now how to ha'ndlo animals', and the
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device used consists ot a track
extondlng along the ehlp'a aftor deok
upon which la a car. The aeroplane
lands on tho devleo from tho air and..
Ih secured to tho car. On launching/
tho car la driven down the truck until
It hue attained high speed. This Is I
hrought to a sudden stop and the I
nnroplnno roluased from Its moorings:
soars Into the air, having been shot
ovor the cruiser's atom at a speod otI
nfty miles nn hour. Tho apparatus
la tho Invention ot Captain W. I.
Chambers, und waa drat tested at tl)e
Washington navy yurd. Its aucctaa
opens up now posalbllttloa tor npvy
aeroplanes, as the dovlco parmlta them
to bo lnunchod without tho aid of a

platform obstructing gun flro.
Justnow tho aviation station |s abusyplaco, tor everybody seems to

havo tho spirit of "preparedness" and
Is working with might and main to.
porfoct everything pertaining to tholr
work along avlutlon lines. ,.,

Tho nlrcrnft of the navy Is named
hy n certain system which tell* one.
at n glance tho type of machine. For ''

Instqnodl A-li. stands for flying boat;,!
A-X. means a combination of land and^
wator uiacldno; A-H. means a hydro-'
aeroplane; B. stands for balloon;
D-N. for non-rlgtd dirigible. Thp: H
number following tliosa lottora Indicatestho number ot tho machine of ij
Its typo. Tor oxamplo, A-H-10 moans. *J
that It Is tho tenth hydro-aoroploqe;
added to the navy's equipment The V®
now dirigible wljl be markod D-N-i, ' V- si
It being tho flrst of Its kind. Tjte ijfl
machines used by tho Marine Corps,
ofllcors aro still marked In the old' |
fashion, such as U. S. M. C. B-l, which'* ..

' "

Indicates that the flying boat la the
first ono of the E typo. " '«^§S|
An exoellont start In the perfection

of our flying corps has been mad* at
Ponsacoln, nnd If Cnplnln Mark Erls-'
tol, tho chlof of tho navy aeronautics,
Is allowed to carry out his plans great'
strldos In tho art of flying will be1
made during tho coming year qt this.
UIU ouuuiuiu }uiu. I
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out to light thoy go at If as a business
and fight until they.win or aro wound- %
ed or killed. Tho majority ot them are
fatalists and If wounded thoy toko lb IvfSf
as tho fortuno of war and suffer with
a stoicism which causes the Americait J
surgoon to marvel at their fortitude.
Tho Bulgarian peasant has few. oon»J
torts as comforts go In America, hut '$
both sexes loom to be satisfied to, \-'|a
live roughly 10 they have enough tft
eat. Thoro was little real poverty ntjlr;'
til after tho last war with Servla, but 8
even this Is not great. Poverty In our
senso of the word does not exist The
women lovo gay colors, stripes run?
nlng ground. Ipstead of lengthwise he.-,
Ing tho favorite style. They often
tvear strings of coins In their hair or
around their nocks. While by no
means beautiful, they are such welj ;;
formed, sturdy women that they at? »
tract one's attention.

Holla Is tho capital.the center 'ot
tho political and Intellectual llfi .-a
the country. Hero the King lives wMh
he Is at home. Two-thirds of hls tl^t'd a
Is spent even when In Bulgaria it.
of his country places, the natives «elaro,In fear of assassination; lam i'
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cans, especially where officials qx* '1
:oncerned, and their "removal" ctnm:V^M
10 more excitement than an autouttillsaccident on a crowded street jln ;«
he United States. Before the .ymf
he Kins made many visits to Vlenj& iJ
ind Paris, where ho spent large
if money In entertalnnlf. TherejMBr;tttleto be seen In Sofia except;
lathedral and the Bouse of Farnga'
nent, which costs over
There Is practically no society iuwMW
vhore politics are concerned. %
Nearly forty por cent of the Coj|f.jB

ry's area Is cultivated, of
hroe-fourths are devoted to
vheat, corn and barley.a faot whM&H
nay help aermany In Its food sup^^ag

f jL Jp1!


